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When asked why they were voting
for Barack Obama in the Presidential election of
2008, most people rep

Nobody would tell you what kind of
change they wanted. Nobody could tell you
what kind of change Barack
Obama was promising.
However, to some people,
change is good.

Funny how that
works out sometimes.

George W. Bush
left office with the United
States approximately 10.7
trillion dollars in debt. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Debt
Clock, we are now 12.3
trillion dollars in debt. At the rate President
Obama is allowing the debt to increase, if he
were to be in office for eight years, our debt
would rise by 12.8 trillion dollars under his
watch, leaving us an astounding 24 trillion
dollars in debt by 2017. President Bush only
saw the debt climb five trillion dollars in his
eight years.

For people who
Bush and blamed him for the economic prob-
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lems at the end of his term (Barney Frank is still
deflecting blame as | type this), when it comes to
managing the countrybd
projects to be almost two and a half times as bad.
While Barack Obama was campaigning
fori the Hresidencyi & lprenmisgl @o. withdraw troops
immediately from Irag and have them out by 2009.

Maybe he shouldnét
coul dndt mak e .
as well.

At this point,

Obama ignited? More parties at the White House?
Certainly not lower gas prices. He failed to gain the
Olympic bid for Chicago (at least Mrs. Obama had a
great time shopping in Europe). Has President
Obama changed the face of unemployment in this
country? Under this administration, unemployment
has increased by about 31% from 7.6% when Presi-
dent Bush left office to around 10% at this time. He
sure has affected change in the jobless rate T in the
wrong direction.

On January 1, 2011, we know that our
income tax rates will increase between 3 and 4.5%
as the President will not be renewing the Bush tax
cuts of 2003. There is some change for you. And
how about that windfall everyone received from that
promised tax cut for 95% of the people?

Wh a't about

have five days to review any bill on the White House

s notmeppenigeither. Pr esi den't

ANChangeo

website before the President would sign it. That
would sure be a welc
Ob
President Obama is doing whatever it
takes to push his agenda, even if it means going
against the wishes of the people who elected

hi m. Il sndt his job f

h a every other etected offieial? If soh thisugsaay
Cl osi ngliGuarctad d eendo ficcchmensg etoo

Anyone up for Chinese? | am not

w h aasking abbul dénner pland) buthakkinggb®u youh a

choice of language, as with each tick of the debt
clock, the United States becomes more under the
ownership of China, and with Americans due to
lose even more of their paychecks in 2011 and
the countrydés financi
anytime soon, there is a chasm developing that
may take decades to completely climb out of.

Maybe fChangeo i
thing after all.
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Republicans Respond to
Crisis in Haiti
By: Yanyn San Luis, Staff Writer
As disaster struck the island of Haiti,
the call to action by the community of Miami-
Dade County was incredibly responsive and
active. The greater good for the greater number

is what prevails in this instance as we unite as a
nation to assist the Haitian community through
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this tragedy. Congresswoman lleana Ros-
Lehtinen mentioned of
desolation left in its wake is beyond

words. And yet, there is one thing it has made
clear- the people of Haiti are not alone in this
struggleéAs a people
States will continue to move hand in hand with
the people of Haiti to swiftly respond to and
recover from this ¢tr

Our very own Chairman, David
Rivera, decided to practice his civic responsibil-
ity by providing humanitarian aid and deliver-
ing monetary donations to earthquake victims in
person. We must remember that only those who
have decided to practice the power of sincere
and selfless contribution experience what is
known to be true fulfillment. Our deepest con-
dolences go out to the many families both in the
states and in Haiti who have been affected by
this unexpected disaster. We only hope that the
recovery and reconstruction process is one that
is swift, much like the call to action that strums

the cords in our heart.

| tpe thOhJSieSf'@d i etT i e

A letter to Republicans from a Lifelong
@o @ sae rnakitoiny e téhéeé & @ip

ggl%/i.romanés Corner
E Chair David R

A House Divided: Rivals in the Great
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Spotlight on Local Politicians: Mayor
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There is a Solution to
Health Care Dilemma

By: M.J. Casey, Staff Writer

Last Tuesday the political landscape
underwent a profound realignment
as the people in Massachusetts
shouted not no, but hell no to the
Democrats in  Washington and
elsewhere round about the fruited
plain. Make no mistake, however,
the war i not over. This current

a®th careo a )
dead in its present form since Speaker Pelosi
neither Pelosi or Reid have the votes, but that
wo stop them as long as they hold power.

t. gt Cﬁnaogt stafed purposes of the
entire charade was to
warAd, mewhs @ ly es hfo nlodmn p
{p équirg into_just what is causing it to bead
upward. As it turns out, there are two major
contributors to this problem tort reform and
medical insurance costs.
€. € Tort reform RaBb@oRe cri@ical and
not just in the arena of health care but across the
entire spectrum of our economy. The manifest
res It of frlvolous lawsuits has been the astro-

Ipractice prentiurhs @nln®
have been extorted from medical practitioners.
That cost has of course been passed on to you,

éthp ggngymger.  Two specialties have been par-
ticularly™hard hit: obstetrics and neuro-surgery.
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An Open Letter to Republicans from a Conservative

Written by Robert Swackhamer

Ever since the inception of our great nation, Americans have
always fought on the side of good. We built a nation based on the basic
freedoms of life that every individual deserves. The conserva-
tive movement has carried on these great traditions of America
and all of our instilled values bestowed upon us from our forefa-
thers.

In recent years, our way of life and beliefs have
been under attack by an internal enemy that is full of bitter ha-
tred. This enemy is doing everything in their power to take our
rights and beliefs away from us. We all believe that every indi-
vidual has the right to his or her own beliefs and dreams. There
always comes a time when one must act on behalf of others to
insure that the correct path is chosen for our nation to follow. Unfortu-
nately, some individuals go to the extreme to force upon the masses their
beliefs regardless of right and wrong. The far left in our nation has an
agenda to realign the nationds

In the last year this administration has gone out of their way
to start this process and it is beyond alarming. There comes a point in our
lives when we must stand up to the progressive movement and say enough
is enough.

Republ

When a child is sent to counseling because his Christmas
drawing was a stick figure on a crucifix, we must stand up and defend his
rights.

When the government spends our tax dollars recklessly on
pork-laden projects and unconstitutional bailouts, we must stand up for our
children and grand children and say enough.

When congress no longer represents what the majority of

Commiffee of Mithi-Dade

mor al

Americans want and believe in, we must rise up and stand for what makes
us the greatest nation on the face of the earth and vote to recall them out of
powver.

When a General that is fighting a war abroad asks for more
troops and he has to wait months for a decision form his Com-
mander-in-Chief, we then must question the motives and values
of that leader.

Every day we hear stories of corruption and extremism from
this administration and the majority of the media buries it on the
back page or doesn't even report it. How many failed and reck-
less czars and cabinet members must the President appoint be-
fore we demand a stop? This is where the modern day conserva-
tive movement can step in and save America from the destruction of the
left. We need to send Democrats a message that they will never forget; a
message sent peacefully, but meaningfully.

n EXBcutive

"man-made disaster" is Barack Obama. It will take more than a Ronald
Reagan to defeat him; it will take all of us. We must stand up and shout to
the left that we will not fade into the night, that we will not bow to the pres-
sure, that we will do what it takes to save America from a socialist take
over. After all, we are Americans and we can achieve anything.

America is by far the greatest nation on the face of the planet.
America has given more blood while fighting for freedom and democracy
than any other nation. We were built on hard work and sacrifice. We can

start a new peaceful conservativy
us . Letds fight for what's righ
you.

The Chair manos

South Florida Republicans,

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.

As we embark on 2010, we are proud of our accomplishments as
Republicans in Miami Dade County. This past year saw us work together to
lay the foundation for Republican victories in 2010. The launching of our
new website, miamigop.org, as well as an interactive
newsletter, The Republican Observer, has succeeded in
helping reach thousands of voters and has helped raise the
visibility of the Miami Dade REC. Additionally, these
new tools have facilitated communication between the
Republican Party and Republicans throughout South
Florida.

On the grassroots front, the launch of
"Operation Vote for Victory" has generated absentee
ballot requests from low density voters, helping to ensure
increased Republican voter turnout in future elections. Our voter registra-
tion committee organized events throughout the county and helped increase
our voter registration efforts.

Due to the success of our Lincoln Day Dinner with Attorney
General Bill McCollum, we enter the New Year on a strong financial foot-
ing even as we begin preparations for our next Lincoln Day gala. The finan-
cial resources generated by these events will help deploy the grass-roots
organization necessary for our Republican candidates to achieve victory in
the upcoming elections.

Perhaps the best sign of our growing strength is the fact that
membership on the Republican Executive Committee increased signifi-
cantly and we now have over 160 committee members and alternates.

As we begin the New Year, | am very much looking forward to a
successful 2010 election cycle as we work to keep the Florida's United
States Senate Seat, Governor's Mansion, Cabinet, and state and federal
legislative delegations in Republican control. | am very proud of the work
of all the members of the Republican Executive Committee and Executive
Board. Thank you again for your service to the GOP. May God bless you,
your family, and our nation in the coming year and beyond.

Chairman Rivera

Happy New Year,
David Rivera
Chairman of the Republican Party of Miami-Dade County

C Prde RePrins Needed in Health Care Reform

...Continued from page 1

The poster boy for this branch of the legal profession is none other
than former philandering presidential aspirant John Edwards, who while
lining his pockets, turned frivolous medical lawsuit pursuit into an art form.

Phony medical liability claims have effects that rattle throughout
used t

the entire industry. It
office had a nurse who also acted as a receptionist and di-
rected traffic in the waiting room and that was it. If the
doctor had a particularly flourishing practice there may also
have been a medical technologist buried in a laboratory in
one of the officebs back
sliding screen opening onto the inner sanctum sits an army
of paper shufflers filling out forms that have nothing to do
with health care per se, but have everything to do with
defensive medicine and complying with worthless govern-
ment regulations. That technologist sitting back in the
laboratory has vanished along with the laboratory because the good doctor
had to avoid liability exposure from that quarter. Instead, all serology tests
these days are done by huge corporate laboratories, spreading liability expo-
sure from this quarter across thousands of patients. So instead of getting your
test results the same day as your office visit they come in a week later (or
longer) by which time of course you just might be dead.

The solution to this particular aspect of the problem is simplicity
itself: tort reform. If we could establish a tort system similar to the British
model where the loser pays, it would have an immediate salubrious effect on
the entire economy, not just health care. Capping awards would not be nec-
essary, and in fact may be a counterproductive approach. Counterproductive
in the sense that in a case of actual malpractice the perpetrator would not be
adequately punished, essentially left free to inflict their brand of medical
treatment on other unsuspecting victims. Loser pays in effect would almost
immediately reduce malpractice premiums and the savings would be passed
on to the consumers.

Medical Insurance is another huge problem. Back in the dark ages
when this writer was a callow yo
ance. 0 It was generally provide
employer or by joining an independent group.

Senator Reid

Continued on page 4...
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Historical Perspective: The Rise and Fall of Black Republicans in the United States (Part two of a continuing series)

A House Divided: Rivals in the Great Debate of 1858

Research Analyst: Ted Lyons

Abe Lincoln, the lllinois Republican, was reluctant to chal- that the Negro was not included in the Declaration Of Independence, and
lenge the court's ruling. He had enormous respect for the law and the that this government was made by our Fathers on the white basis...made by
judicial process. If the Court had decided simply that Dred Scott was a the white man for the benefit of the white men and their posterity forever.

slave, he presumed, no one would controvert its cor- Senator Douglas charged Lincoln with having an ally in Fre-
rectness. What troubled Lincoln most about the Dred derick Douglass in preaching abolition doctrines. Douglas said that the
Scott decision was the Chief Justice's gratuitous asser- Negro Frederick Douglass told all the friends of Negro equality and Negro
tion that neither the Declaration of Independence nor citizenship to rally as one man around Abraham Lincoln. Douglas con-
the Constitution was ever intended to include blacks. cluded that Lincoln and the Republicans were only stirring up opposition to
So bl atant was t he ChtheSdpreme Qosrtandctindasing tirei passiors af chén to gesort to violence
of the law and his distortion of the documents funda- and mobs, instead of the law. He believed the signers of the Declaration of
mental to American liberty. Lincoln concluded that Independence did not intend to recognize Negros, the Savage Indians, the
Abraham Lincoln  the Declaration of Independence, which declares that Fiji Islanders, or any other barbarous race, when they issued that document.
all men are equal, makes no exception to it. Lincoln Thomas Jefferson-Slave Owner-Primary Writer of the United
sai d: i We a fiftle yean sinee a pobicy wad initibtenl, withh e St at es Decl aration of Independen
the avowedobject, and confidentpromise, of putting an end to slavery hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they
agitation. Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has not only, are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable right, that among
not ceasedbut has constantly augmenteth my opinion, it will not cease, these are |life, |liberty, and the
until a crisis shall have been reached, and passed. A house divided against Abraham Lincoln took the first steps towards convincing
itself cannot stand. | believe this government cannot endure, permanently future generations to accept the literal interpretation of the Declaration of
half slaveand half free. 0 Independence and opened the door to freedom for people of many different
U.S. Senator Stephen A. Douglas, the sitting Democratic races and backgrounds.

Senator from the State of Illinois, seized on Chief Justice Taney's decision
Research: David H. DonaldLincoln & Google.

Women of the GOP A New Era for the City of Miami
Ana Rlvas Logan By: Raquel Zuniga, Staff Writer (Part two of two)
By: Raquel Zuniga, Staff Writer During his campaign, new City of Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado

promised transparency and an administration that would engage the citizens.
So far heébés kept that promise.

In a recent interview with the Republican Ob-
server, Mayor Regalado announced the creation of the office
of public records, where residents will be able to find what-
ever information they need pertaining to city business.

At first glance it is hard to believe that she is the mother of
three and recently became a grandmother. Her humbleness, charisma, and
classic good looks can put anyone at ease. Ana Rivas Logan began her
road to public service in the classroom as an elementary school teacher.
Her passion and commitment to education are evident as we sat down to
discuss her work as a school board member and the next chapter in her

future as a public servant. fiAnyt hing the residents wd K
The Nicaraguan born Rivas Logan arrived in nne Rte >;Iadog hgs\;rt?calart]e(;ntﬁatnh; woutldhloikyout ?or t

Miami with her Cuban born parents and siblings penni- °9 . -
the cityds neighborhoods c

less and unable to speak the language. Through hard
work and perseverance Rivas Logan has thrived and has
made it a point to give back to the community that

Marlins stadium, which he strongly opposed. During our New Mayor
interview, the Mayor reiterated his discontent with the sta— Tomas Regalado

opened doors for her . %wuammdeo%l enPtqulgl nr steandeiruanl
vant . | consider teach P u S QL& 088 a{or.y galso m4
Logan who has representeptivagLrbganSchool YEPoPa 1% o Dlsng Y

any more money %3 thie C|ty
Under the previous administration, the city agreed to help finance a

classroom as an administrator, it can easily be said that Rivas Logan un- parking garage and commercial property surrounding the stadium._ Because
derstands what actually works in order for a school system to run success- the stadium is a done deal, the city must honor all contracts, but it appears

fully. Rivas Logan says: Awe [%ggomnse heneyadminitaionskgening e ingrsstofihe pxpay o
maximized in education. At the school level we need to make sure that A;{l(rj)e fromgsavm res)lldents monev. the Mavor would also like to
schools are a safe environment and the leadership in our schools is of the 9 oNE y, t hye 0s t p ro
nuaking 10w et ionent 50" g l:r:s%c@:‘f?%‘;pf%“ Lt gty dility
the classroom. o0 After two termsye LIIS % %fn%ete I‘?g.lp %a

the fastest growing districts in the country she has decided to take her fight that the cnty of Miami has fmally elected a true publlc servant who genumely

and ideas to Tallahassee. wants the city and its citizens to prosper
In April of last year she announced her candidacy for State y Prosper.

Representative of District 114. If elected to the State House, Rivas Logan
plans on continuing to be a voice for the education system, but will also

since 2004 and is currently on her second term.
As someone who has worked inside as well as outside the

ake
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David Riveraééééééééééééeé. . é...éé,...RE(C CH

take on other issues such as fAhepwithaarce henréde heee eeCe@anammy E@itor

After six years as a school board member, her track record and Ted Lyonseéeéeée céeée ¢. . P.R. Commiftt g
proven leadership make her a dream candidate to those who have lost trust whitly Bermudezeé ep.R._commi
and faith in our political system. She offers no empty promises, just hard Raquel Zunigaéeéééeéeé. .. eé. 6666666, . . ¢
work in the name of her constituents and a simple message to the voters: Ramsey Simonééeéeeéeeé
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Logical Health Care Reform is Only a Few Tough Compromises Away

...Continued from page 2

The coverage was completely transportable to any-
where the underwriter did business and there were no state man-
dated dictates. Sl owl y 6Me
I nsuranced and finally intgd
remains today. Slowly over time, states were led into imposing
mandates on the underwriters so that today no two states have a
common set of coverage rules. Many of these mandates address
lifestyle choices or procedures that have no verifiable therapeutic
value. In California for instance Acupuncture must be covered
and in San Francisco they attempted to force the underwriters to
cover sex change operations. All of these shenanigans have
driven O6Medical I nsuranceb
point where employers and labor unions are bailing out as rap-
idly as possible. Independent group coverage has all but disap-
peared.

A very good constitutional case could be made that the several
states are interfering with interstate commerce in this regard. Anything that
restricts an individual or corporation in their capability to engage in com-
merce across state lines is a violation of the interstate commerce clause of
the U. S. constitution. Activities in one state that are not legally sanctioned
can not be denied via the arbitrary restriction of another; that by definition is
interference. The obvious solution is to forbid the states from exercising

this arbitrary power or at the very least impose uniform coverage
mandates across state lines. Either way, competition would be
untroduced ;6 thensysterp viecd waduld briag dow epranhium h
dodtsi Ehebesowdyeoh dourséis teCedimireté the wdveeage enan-
- dates entirely and let individual companies provide whatever
coverage they wanted to in whatever form they wanted to and at
whatever price they wished to charge. In other words return to a
free enterprise supply and demand free market in the medical
insurance industry. Let the industry provide a cafeteria pick-your-
own-coverage that suits the individuals needs from any provider

located anywhere in the country (or world for that matter) via

N?S%é‘gﬁfgﬁvrﬁ@aml emplayee provieled, sndepeadenbgsopphorindizidual purchiage. e

History and mathematics teaches us that without exception free
open markets always provide the lowest cost to the consumer,
and if market demand exists, maximum revenue to the provider.

Any initial attempt at reform must address these two problems.
Such a bill shoul dnodt require
language understandable by a marginally literate high school graduate. The
day of the 2000-plus page omnibus bills filled with legalistic gobbledygook,
which no one can understand, should be over.
XXX

District 5 Votes Spencelones Back in, Gov. Crist Orders Resuspension

By: Raquel Zuniga. Staff Writer

Suspended Miami Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones was
once again declared the winner in a special election held on January 12.
The embattled District 5 Commissioner turned herself into the state attor-
neyds office back in November,
term. Prosecutors allege Spence-Jones bilked $50,000
from a neighborhood grant program and redirected the
money to a family business. It is also alleged that some of
the money was used to pay for personal expenses such as
credit card bills, travel, and satellite television.

On the day of her arrest Gov.Charlie Crist
suspended Spence-Jones and on November 16 it was
announced that the city would hold a special election in
early January to fill the vacant seats.

Weeks later, on December 3™, Spencei Jones
was arraigned on grand theft charges and her lawyer
entered a fAnot guiltyo
she filed papers with the department of elections and officially announced
that she would once again run for her former seat.

Her actions sparked a show down with Crist, who repeatedly
warned that if she won he would once again suspend her. On January 14,
Governor Crist issued the executive order re-suspending the popular com-
missioner for a second time. In statements to the media Governor Crist has

i

Governor
Charlie Crist

stated that the state constitution gives him the power to suspend a city com-
missioner who has been criminally charged. The Florida constitution also
states that the suspension shall end if the politician is found not guilty, had

s lharges drogpedeoff acqeitted df elli chagges. s Spenge-tones is curferatly

awaiting a tentative trial date for February 23.

The city of Miami Commission held an emergency session on
January 26 in which the Rev. Richard P. Dunn Il was appointed. Rev. Dunn,
who in the past has served as an appointee, will immediately fill the District
5 seat and has publicly committed to serving only on a temporary basis and
not run in November. He also promised the commission that he would
serve as a mentor to those who will seek the controversial District 5 seat.

What came as a relief to the commission was met with discon-
tent and criticism by Spence-Jones supporters and those who have moni-
tored politics in the cityds po
had some good candidates, but in my opinion it is not fair to have someone

built up. All in all, the process moved forward, but there is still no true
|l eadership, 0 said Ted Lyons, a
outsiders and perhaps some in District 5, true leadership and consistency are
what the district has al ways |
the chambers into the hallways, proves there is the potential for leadership,
and that there are people who care and want their community to prosper.

a

REC Members Join Forces with [

Troops to Aid Santa Claus

The Miami-Dade County Republican Executive Commit-
tee partnered up with the U.S. Marines in December to
participate in the Toys for Tots program. This program is
designed to provide gifts for underprivileged children that
would ordinarily not get anything for the holidays.

gl

On the right, some REC members are pictured with three of our brave sol-
diers. From left to right: Community Outreach Chair Jessica Fortich, Corre-
sponding Secretary Janelle Cruz, Luis Valdez, Executive Director Javi Cor-
reoso, and Martha Lopez.
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