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The Chairman’s Corner 

Time to be Educated About Education 

Issue 3, Volume 1 The Official Newsletter of the Miami-Dade County Republican Party April 2010 

This solemn edition of the Republican Observer 
was designed to be symbolic of the dark time 

this country has entered as the President of the 

United States and the majority of those in Con-
gress have decided to forgo their responsibility 

to listen to the people and pass a health care bill 

that the majority of the country did not want.  
Hereôs hoping that there are brighter days ahead.    

  By:  William M. Cohen, Editor-in-Chief 
  wcohen@gate.net 

As a teacher myself (high school English), I am 
qualified to give you insight on the state of 

education in Florida.   I am also obliged to do 

what I was trained to do:  
educate my audience. 

 

Lawmakers failed once 
already when they tried to 

improve education in Flor-

ida.  That failure is spelled:  
F C A T.  Hopefully every-

one now knows that teach-

ing to a test is wrong.  Un-
fortunately, very few people 

know how much damage 

weôve actually done to our children by going 
this route over the past decade.   

 

As of 2008, Florida was still behind the rest of 
the Nation on the SATs by 18 points in math, 

13 points in writing, and six points in read-

ing.   On the ACT, Florida ranked 48th in the 
country in composite scores.  That means we 

are one of the worst states when it comes to 

college preparation.   And thatôs the good news.   
 

In recent conversations I have had with my 

students ï regular students, not honors or gifted 
students, but the ones that make up more than 

70% of our public school population ï I was 

told that theyôve been bored with their educa-
tion since middle school, they are burned out 

with all this testing that occurs, many of them 

donôt like to read, they wish school was more 
fun, and they really donôt look forward to com-

ing to school except to see their friends.   

 
Teachers did not cause this disturbing attitude 

ladies and gentlemen.  Teachers having to adjust 

their curriculum to teach to a test so their school 
can ñmake the gradeò was the cause. 

 

The effect:  Most students can't even debate 
orally for 30 seconds without repeating tem-

selves or just giving up.  They cannot solve 

critical thinking problems.  They are not crea-
tive.  They are lacking basic real world knowl-

edge that most students had at their age when I 

was in school, which was less than two decades 
ago.   

 

Iôve had conversations with failing students and 
Iôve asked them directly:  Why arenôt you work-

ing hard?  Do you need help?  Is something 

bothering you?  Most of the time, the students 
that are not making good grades and arenôt 

making learning gains have problems well 

beyond my control.  All I can do is offer them 
advice.  I canôt fix their broken homes or stop 

them from joining a gang.   

 
Teachers care about other peopleôs children 

more than any other group of people in the 

world.  That is because teachers see these chil-
dren every day, lend them lunch money, listen 

to their problems, put up with their attitudes, 

rejoice in their successes, and shed a tear when 
some tragedy has befallen them.  Yet, as much 

as teachers would like to save every student and 

make things better for everyone, they have not 
been given the proper tools they need to even 

come close to that goal. 

 
Consider how ridiculous is it for a student to be 

at home surfing on the internet with a state-of-

the-art computer, calling their friends on a $300 
touch screen cell phone, listening to music on a  

Watch Out!   
Cap and Trade is Coming! 

 
  Flushed with hubris over his suc-

cessful victory in the passing of his takeover of 

the health industry by employing less than 
ethical methods, President Obama has now 

launched his ñSpring Offensive.ò   

 
 At or near the top of 

his wish list is the euphemisti-

cally titled ñCap and Tradeò 
monstrosity.  Currently the pre-

viously passed House bill is 

sitting in a Senate committee like a coiled viper 
ready to strike at the heart of whatever is left of 

the American free enterprise system.  Do not for 

one minute think that the issue is dead because 
a majority of senators currently oppose the 

house version of the bill; we all thought with 

the election of Scott Brown up there in Taxa-
chusetts that health care was dead.  Who knows 

what parliamentary trickery or other arm twist-

ing methods will be employed to get this pile of 
fermenting toxic scatology shoved down our 

throats. 

 
 Letôs first establish an economics 

101 fact of life: any dollar removed by any 
means at any time from the private economy 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4... 

By:  M.J. Casey, Staff Writer 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5... 

South Florida Republicans, 

 

 As we approach the summer of 2010 

we are reminded of all the importance of this 
yearôs election. Now is the 

time to stand up the Obama, 

Pelosi and Reid agenda. It will 
be though your hard work and 

dedication that we will be 

successful in November.  
 I challenge each 

and any every one of you to 

go to www.miamigop.org and 
click on 2010 elections. There 

you will find everyone who is running on the 

Republican ticket for U.S. Senate, U.S. Con-
gress, State Senate, State Representative and 

many others, please pick up the phone or email 

their campaigns and volunteer. We can defeat 
the Democrats, but only if you go out and make 

phone calls, go canvassing, walk door-to-door 

and all of those things necessary to win.   

 Now, many of you already do this, 

so thank you and know that your undying work 

is never forgotten and always appreciated.  We 

wouldnôt be where we are today if it werenôt for 

you.  Letôs go out there and show Washington 

that the Conservative movement is stronger than 

ever and send the right people to D.C. and Tal-

lahassee.  

David Rivera, Chairman of the REC  

Chairman Rivera 

http://www.miamigop.org


Chairman Rivera enters Congressional Race  
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Women of the GOP     

 Rebeca Sosa 

By:  Raquel Zuniga, Lead Writer 

State Representative and REC Chairman David Rivera an-

nounced last February his candidacy for the District 25 congressional race 

to replace U.S. Rep. Mario-Diaz Balart, who is now seeking the seat 

being vacated by his brother, retiring U.S. Rep Lincoln Diaz-Balart.   

Rivera made the announcement during a press conference at 

the Florida International University Law School in Miami, the same 

location where two weeks earlier Lincoln DiazïBalart announced his 

retirement.   

With his announcement Rep. Rivera became the first 

candidate to throw his hat into what many political experts are 

already predicting will be a hotly contested race. Joined on stage by family, 

friends, and constituents, Rivera began by honoring the memory of Orlando 

Zapata the Cuban dissident who earlier in the week succumbed to complica-

tions due in part to his fifty-seven day hunger strike in a Cuban jail. With 

that opening statement it became clear that he will continue to be a voice in 

congress for the Cuban community, an agenda which has been key in Rep. 

Diaz-Balartôs two decades of service.  

Rivera, originally from New York, has lived in Miami for the 

past 35-years. Throughout his career Rivera has served on several organiza-

tions which deal with issues relating to Cuba. He served as a writer and 

researcher for the Cuban American National Foundation (CANF) in their 

Washington D.C. offices. While with CANF, he penned several articles on 

human rights, terrorism, political-economy, SovietïCuban relations, and 

international trade. The Chairman then went on to serve as Public Affairs 

Director for the Washingtonïbased Valladares Foundation, an international 

human rights watch group.  

In 1991 he was named Special Assistant to the director of the 

United States Information Agencyôs Office of Cuba Broadcasting (OCB). 

Managed by the U.S. State Department the OCB was responsible for 

managing and overseeing Radio and TV Marti, the official U.S. govern-

ment broadcast service to Cuba.  Mr. Rivera then went on to serve in 

several leadership positions within the RPOF until his election in No-

vember 2002 to the Florida House of Representatives for district 112, a 

position to which he has been re-elected three times.  

While serving in the Florida house he was appointed Chairman 

of the house Full Appropriations Committee, a committee which 

oversees the states budget in areas such as education, transportation, hous-

ing and economic development.  

As the excitement of his announcement spread through the 

crowd some began to wonder if he would be resigning his post as Chairman 

of the Miami-Dade Republican party. Rivera had this to say, ñI have no 

intention of resigning my position as chairman and will continue to fulfill 

all my duties as chairman and State Representative, same as I always have.ò  

Rivera who was running for the Florida state Senate is expected to be chal-

lenged by five other Republicans in the primary.   

Rivera says that he welcomes all opponents and that he will run 

a positive campaign.  He said: ñYou are never going to hear me bad mouth 

other candidates.  Iôm going to run on my record and my principles.  Today 

we face many challenges and issues of concern, job creation, the economy, 

education and national security, thatôs what Iôm going to focus on.ò The 

primary is scheduled for August 24th and the general election will take place 

November 2nd.  

  

 

Commissioner Rebeca Sosa can easily be described as one of 

the most approachable members of the Miami-Dade County Commission. 

Her motherly disposition and easy going nature can ease the toughest of 

opponents and constituents.  Rightfully so, she is the mother of two and a 

grandmother. Donôt let that fool you though, as underneath that calm de-

meanor lays a fighter who can match wits with anyone.  

Rebeca Sosa has been an educator for the past 23 years. 

Throughout that period she has faced many challenges 

both professionally and personally. She credits her near 

fatal battle with cancer at the age of 28 as the catalyst in 

her decision to run for public office. ñI was given three 

months to live, but once I survived I realized I had to 

make the best of this second opportunity and I had to 

help solve peoples problems,ò said Commissioner 

Sosa.  

In 1990 she ran for Vice Mayor of West Miami and 

won. In 1994 she ran for mayor amidst the cityôs 52% budget deficit. Once 

again she was victorious and went on to serve as mayor for seven years. 

Under her leadership the city of West Miami recovered from the financial 

turmoil and was removed from the state Governorôs emergency list.  ñI sat 

down with then Governor Lawton Chiles and I told him that if I was unable 

to fix the cityôs budget problems I would resign after two years,ò the Com-

missioner recalled during our interview.   

The fighter went above and beyond and not only was she able to 

rescue the city from financial disaster, but she managed to secure more 

than $5 million in grants for capital improvement projects such as drainage 

and park systems.  That experience has come in handy in her new role as 

Commissioner of District 6 which runs from the City of Miami, Coral 

Gables, Miami Springs and Hialeah.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE  5... 

Commissioner Sosa 

Lincoln Diaz-Balart  

By:  Raquel Zuniga, Lead Writer 

Personable Fundraising = VICTORY 

By:  Yanyn San Luis, Staff Writer 

Money makes the world go round, and isnôt that the truth for 
politics?  Itôs 2010 and the major stats show that the candidate who raises 

the most funds, wins the race. "Time spent fundraising is time not spent on 

the people's business," said Sheila Krumholz, the executive director of the 
Center for Responsive Politics, a non-partisan think tank that focuses on 

campaign finance issues.  That is a possible truth, but 

nonetheless, raising funds is equivalent to gaining 
support, and from the sad but true file, a necessary 

evil.     

As we learned from our democratic counterparts in 
the fall of 2008, the amount raised within a race is 

closely tied in with the engagement of the entire 

campaign itself.  Instead of proposing a contribution 
amount of $50.00 or above, candidates accepted any 

sizable contribution to a campaign in order to engage, 

connect, and reach out to constituents.  With the wave 
of social-media on a rise, it might have seemed that 

two years ago the Democrats were the rulers of the 

field, leaving the GOP in the dust.  However, after repairing some issues 
and getting their act together, Republicans have managed to use, manipu-

late, and access social medians very strategically and the proof is in the 

pudding ï the money collected is right on par with their counterparts.          

As a result of learning some valuable lessons from the last elec-

tion, the top ten GOP Senate candidates have outraised the top ten Democ-

ratic candidates $20 million to $16 million, even though Democrats had six 
incumbents on that list and Republicans had two.   

YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook are the networks in which the 
public has almost immediate access and instant updates available for cam-

paigns.  This is opposed to previous years where you had to be physically 

involved, read about campaigns, or catch them through the TV to hear about 
them.  Thanks to this greater connection speed, donations can also come in 

at a much faster rate and it is easier for voters to get a close look at who 

they want to send their dollars to.    



The changes in the leadership of the City of Miami have not 
stopped at electing a new Mayor, who has promised transparency and fiscal 

responsibility, they have also trickled down to the commission. One of 

those new leaders is the fresh faced Commissioner Francis Suarez, a 32 
year-old attorney and CEO of Edge Title Company, INC.   

After breezing through a runoff election, the son 

of former City of Miami Mayor Xavier Suarez walked into a 
City Hall in crisis, with economic hardships looming and the 

removal of two commissioners on corruption charges. His 

critics swore he would be worn down and his lack of experi-
ence would shine through. Instead the University of Florida 

Law ñcum laudeò graduate paid no mind to the criticism 

and did what he was elected to do:  lead.  
 ñI harbor no ill will toward my opponent or 

critics,ò Suarez told the Republican Observer in a recent 

interview. ñItôs a tough choice to go with experience or youth, but I think 
having someone with my energy is good to deal with the challenges that we 

are now facing.ò  

His energy and sincerity give off a sense of hope for a city that 
also struggles with crime, high taxes and problems with infrastructure. 

When asked what prompted him to run for office he simply stated that high 

taxes and a brush with crime were the main factors in his decision to run:  
ñI was the victim of crime, my home was burglarized and as a young pro-

fessional trying to move up, paying high taxes took its toll.  I realized that 

we needed to reduce crime and have a livable city and I will fight for that.ò  

With only four months on the job the public has yet to see what 

else Mr. Suarez will accomplish. What he would most like to get done by 
the end of his four years is make the city attractive by fixing its infrastruc-

ture. Suarez remarks:  ñThe biggest issue to improve on is the infrastruc-

ture, so that people can see their tax money is being used and coming back 
to them.  If they see trees being planted and potholes being fixed, then they 

know their money is being spent wisely and not frivolously.ò   

Suarezôs attentiveness towards the problems of his district are 
genuine and donôt appear to be politically motivated.  Constituents often 

flood his office phone lines with calls thanking him for solving their prob-

lems. ñAt this time I am only focused on the issues at hand, itôs a new 
Commission and a new Mayor working as one. What ever opportunities 

come my way I will see to them on a case by case basis.ò 

persons of their property rights in slaves in the territories. Southerners were 
delighted, but the decision created a furor in the North. 

 When Republicans won a plurality in the House in 1858, every 

significant bill they passed fell before southern votes in the Senate or a 
Presidential veto. The Federal Government reached a stalemate. 

 Sectional strife rose to such a pitch in 1860 that the Democratic 

Party split into northern and southern wings, each nominating its own candi-
date for the Presidency. Consequently, when the Republicans nominated 

Abraham Lincoln, it was a foregone conclusion that he would be elected 

even though his name appeared on no southern ballot. Rather than accept a 
Republican administration, the southern "fire-eaters" advocated secession. 

 President Buchanan, dismayed and hesitant, denied the legal 

right of states to secede but held that the Federal Government legally could 

not prevent them. He hoped for compromise, but secessionist leaders did not 

want compromise. 

         Then Buchanan took a more militant tack.  As several Cabinet 
members resigned, he appointed northerners, and sent the Star of the West 

to carry reinforcements to Fort Sumter. On January 9, 1861, the vessel was 

far away.  Buchanan reverted to a policy of inactivity that continued until he 
left office. In March 1861 he retired to his Pennsylvania home Wheatland--

where he died seven years later--leaving his successor to resolve the fright-

ful issue facing the Nation. 
  

James Buchanan:  The President Before Lincoln   
Research Analyst:  Ted Lyons 

Historical Perspective:  The Rise and Fall of Black Republicans in the United States  (Part three of a continuing series) 
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 James Buchanan was tall, stately, stiffly formal in the high 
stock he wore, and the only President who never married. 

As a Democrat presiding over a rapidly dividing Nation, Buchanan 

grasped inadequately the political realities of the time. 
Relying on constitutional doctrines to close the widen-

ing rift over slavery, he failed to understand that the 

North would not accept constitutional arguments which 
favored the South. Nor could he realize how sectional-

ism had realigned political parties: the Democrats split; 

the Whigs were destroyed, giving rise to the Republi-
cans. 

 Buchanan thought the crisis would disap-

pear if he maintained a sectional balance in his ap-

pointments and could persuade the people to accept constitutional law as 

the Supreme Court interpreted it. The Court was considering the legality of 

restricting slavery in the territories, and two justices hinted to Buchanan 
what the decision would be. 

 Thus, in his Inaugural the President referred to the territorial 

question as "happily, a matter of but little practical importance" since the 
Supreme Court was about to settle it "speedily and finally." 

Two days later Chief Justice Roger B. Taney delivered the Dred Scott 

decision, asserting that Congress had no constitutional power to deprive 

Francis Suarez: Leader with a New Vision 

Ever since the Soviets launched Sputnik in 1957 the United 

States has lead the space race.  However, the only country to land a man 

on the surface of the moon has finally met its match.  Not a foreign power 

though, but its own President.   

With only three Shuttle launches left, the 

Obama Administration has pulled the plug on the Constellation 

Space Program after the U.S. spent $9 billion to develop it.  It 

was scheduled to continue our manned space program and return us to the 

moon.  When the shuttle program ends, 9,000 people will 

lose their jobs at the Cape.  This means that the nation who 

has spent the most money on building the Space Station 

($58 Billion plus) will now have to rely on the Russians to 

take our astronauts to it.  By the way, the Russians have 

raised their fee from $26.3 million to $51 million per seat 

to take advantage of our situation.   

While other countries like China, India and now Venezuela 

are expanding their space programs, we, the leaders in 

space exploration, are just giving up.  After months of criticism, President 

Obama now wants NASA to rely on private companies to provide human 

space flight.  We all know how private companies look at the bottom line 

and profit over safety, the best example being how Morton Thiokol man-

agers covered up o-ring problems to save money which lead to the Chal-

lenger disaster.  

 After it is all said and done, we also know the kind of advisers 

President Obama has working for him.   "We certainly don't need to go 

back to the moon," said one administration official.  Maybe Americans 

will feel differently when China or India has a moon base and we are still 

trying to build a new rocket to get back to into space.   

Here's a thought; maybe we should cut money from social 

services to pay for the Constellation Space Program.  At least we will get 

something for our money.  Isn't it funny how the President who wants to 

nationalize everything in our economy wants NASA to go to private con-

tractors to put our astronauts in space?  Maybe the President is the one that 

should be sent on a trip to the moon.  Who knows, maybe seeing the Earth 

from a different perspective will do him some good.    

 Commissioner  

Francis Suarez 

James Buchanan 

Source:   Whitehouse.gov 

By:  Raquel Zuniga, Lead Writer 

Some Of That Hope and Change Hits NASA Hard 

By:  Robert Swackhamer, Staff Writer 



 
In April, the Obama Administration announced their new US 

nuclear policy and it raises some serious questions.  We can all agree that it 

would be nice to reduce the nuclear stock piles of the world as long as we 

remain the strongest nuclear power.  The question is, has Obama gone too 

far?   

The new policy forbids the United States from developing new 

warheads and delivery systems.  This has raised some 
eyebrows in the nuclear weapons community and even 

Sen. Joe Lieberman (I) told FOX News Sunday:  "We 

have to make darned sure our nuclear warheads are 
capable, are modern."   

Here's the problem in laymen terms:  our 

warheads are going on 25 plus years old and they do 
expire over time without retrofits.  President George W. 

Bush asked Lawrence Livermore Labs to start work 

on a new generation of nuclear warheads including a 
nuclear bunker buster bomb late in his second 

term.  However, with this new policy in place, their 

assignment would be null and void.   
If we do not modernize our nuclear forces, we could be sur-

passed by our enemies.  By far the worst part of this new policy is that we 

will no longer use our nuclear forces as a first strike option and we will no 
longer use them on non-nuclear countries.   

During the cold war a term was coined, "MAD" Mutually As-

sured Destruction.  It told the world that if the United States were attacked, 

we would used everything in our arsenal including nuclear weapons to 

defend ourselves.  President Obama in a way has told our enemies that if 
they are non-nuclear nations and they use chemical or biological weap-

ons, we may not use nuclear weapons unless the President feels the attack 

warrants the use.   
So, now the heavy burden is off our enemies of developing a 

costly and difficult nuclear program.  Instead, they can roll the dice and use 

chemical or biological weapons and hope that the current President is a 
light-weight and will not nuke them, when before, it was a sure bet they 

would be nuked.  Now that's ñHope and Change....ò 
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ñSmart Thermostatsò and ñSmart Power Meters.ò   
 

 You think not?  Well, the laws of thermodynamics coupled with 

Economics 101 and the law of unintended consequences absolutely guaran-
tee something of this nature happening.  Just contemplate whatôs going on 

to the south of us in Venezuela. 

 
 Oh I must be forgiven, this power short fall is 

supposed to be made up for with all of those great ñGreen 

Alternate Energyò projects coming down the pike.  Well here 
is a news flash, with the exception of nuclear (either fission or 

fusion) and geothermal, not one of the proposed ñGreen En-

ergyò sources stands a snowballs chance in you-know-what of 
ever returning a single net microwatt to the national energy 

inventory.  Like it or not, our economy as well as the rest of the worldôs, is 

rooted in energy production. That is what separates us from a tribe of hunter 
gatherers and even they need a campfire to cook whatever it is they hunted 

and gathered.   

 

 Cap and Trade is nothing more than another power grab by the 

left wing sludge infecting our body politic today.  This one however makes 

the ñHealth Careò fiasco look like a walk in the park.  Itôs not just a take 
over of 1/5 of the economy, itôs an attempt at taking over the entire econ-

omy and dictating just who and how one can use energy.  If you control 

energy consumption you control everything.  Through these certificates the 
bureaucracy will have the power to ration energy production at the most 

basic level of electrical power generation, and thereby ration the production 
of everything else.  Be afraid, be very afraid. 

Cap and Trade May Make Companies and Consumers Feel Drained 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

will disappear down the insatiable maw of the government bureaucracy, 
never to emerge again.  And, thatôs just what ñCap and Tradeò does:  re-

move dollars from the private free market economy.  So just how does cap 

and trade work?   
 

 If you are a carbon belching industry, say a power 

utility, you could buy from the government a set of arbitrarily 
priced certificates that would allow you to offset a certain tonnage 

of carbon released into the atmosphere.  An efficient company 

may not need all of the tonnage that their certificates allow them 
to offset, so in turn, they can sell the remainder to some less fortu-

nate outfit who may in turn sell off any of their excess credits.  At 

some point in this food chain a power utility located in No-where-ville, 
USA will need all of the credits it can get their hands on, and the cost of 

obtaining them will set them permanently on the road to Chapter Seven 

liquidation.  The dollars of course have disappeared down the governmental 
regulatory maw. 

 

 Eventually, No-where-ville Power & Light will have disappeared 
and a few megawatts of energy will have been permanently removed from 

the already overburdened and overtaxed (pun intended) national power 

distribution grid.  To paraphrase the late great Everett Dirksen, a megawatt 
here and a megawatt there and pretty soon weôre talking about real giga-

watts, all of which have permanently disappeared from the distribution grid.  

So get ready to endure the rolling brown outs followed by protracted black 
outs and eventually the rationing of your power consumption with so-called 

Social Media:  It Canôt be Ignored Any Longer 

By:  Whilly Bermudez, Staff Writer 

 The Internet ï and social media specifically ï has become a 
transformative force in how everything in the world is done, including and 

especially politics.  

 Many people have reflected on the use of social media during 
the 2008 presidential campaign and media strategists 

have pointed out that Barack Obama was the candidate 

best suited to use the medium because of his willingness 
to interact with and engage all people.  Republicans now 

understand how important it is to embrace the new wave 

of communication methods and to make keeping up with 
the most recent technology a priority.  People are most 

interested in collaborative and socially engaging plat-

forms online, which is why you can now find so many 
politicians on Twitter and encouraging folks to visit 

their Facebook page where you may find links, videos, 

or other methods of reaching todayôs media generation.  
 Over the next few years, online videos will become a more 

important medium of communication, even shrinking the space available 

for pure text.  In todayôs fast paced world, many people donôt have time to 
read.  They would rather watch a video or just listen to it while they multi-

task.  Not having an audio/visual option as part of your online campaign 

message could be very costly to some political candidates.  
 

 Companies and political campaigns can no longer simply put 

out a press release and launch ads on radio and television and then assume 

they are finished. Engagement with people via social media is an essential 

component of any communications strategy.  Analysts say that social me-
dia can empower groups that otherwise would be at a disadvantage.  

 

 Private-sector companies can learn from the experience of suc-
cessful political campaigns and invest the resources necessary to use social 

media effectively. Many companies, on the other hand, have been slow to 

adopt social media and actively use online tools to promote their business. 
Although social media has become a lucrative venture for many, Facebook 

founder Mark Zuckerberg sees his social networking site as a tool to create 

a new social dynamic, facilitating collaboration and relationships.  It would 
not be a surprise to see different areas of our society take their cue from the 

political arena and begin to expand their use of social media. 

Mark Zuckerberg  

Obama Tells World:  Don't Nuke Us, Just Use 

Chemical or Biological Weapons 

By:  Robert Swackhamer, Staff Writer 

Where does  

Ahmadinejad stand? 
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$250 ipod, and playing a game on a system that has graphics that make 

things look better on a television than they do in reality; yet they come to 
school and we tell them to open their 800-page textbook and take out a 

piece of paper?  What is wrong with that picture?  No wonder students are 

bored at school or arenôt learning as much.   
 
Part of the problem is how we deliver the information.  

Teachers certainly arenôt paid enough to buy their entire 

class laptops, but that is exactly how most classes today 
should be taught ï by using technology.  It is time to 

move forward.  Why havenôt we?  Perhaps paying all of 

those individuals to score FCAT exams is where some of 
the money has gone that we could have used for advancement. 

 

However, you can eliminate the FCAT and add more computers, but at the 
end of the day, any improvement in education is going to have to include 

greater parental involvement.  Parents spend much more time with their 

children than any one teacher does and they are responsible for their chil-
dren coming to class, doing their assignments, and for keeping them on 

track.   

 
For example, I guarantee that if you start serving parents with $500 fines if 

their child finishes a school year with less than a 2.0 grade point average, 
suddenly, parents will know where little Johnny is at ten oôclock at night 

and they will want to see that he completed his homework.  Parents have 

the ability to take action in regards to making sure their childôs effort level 
increases or they get help in order to improve their grades.  In many cases, 

these actions are something that teachers themselves would not be able to 

apply to children that arenôt their own.  This concept is called ñpersonal 
responsibilityò and there needs to be more of it concerning our students in 

Florida. 

 
The bottom line is this:  Our educational system in Florida is definitely in 

need of repair, but it is time to let the teachers get a crack at fixing it.  Last 

time it wasnôt the teachers that made the call and things are clearly so bad 
right now that a bill like SB 6 was created to overhaul the system.  The 

problem is, that bill, or another one like it wouldnôt solve the main prob-

lems we have and in fact, it would just make things worse.  
 

Just like that gifted, enthusiastic student who always raises his hand in 

class, teachers have the correct answer for this one.  All they need is to be 
called upon to give it.     
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In recent months the County has also faced a major budget 

crisis.  Her solution to the Countyôs budget woes:  ñThe County needs to 

make a reduction in the number of departments.  We need to provide direct 

services.ò  First elected in 2001, Commissioner Sosa has been responsible 

for various legislations which have not only improved the lives of District 6 

residents, but the lives of all Dade County residents as a whole.  

On the Commissionerôs list of things that still need to be accom-

plished is reducing government, more economic development, and making 

government more accessible. The question is, will she accomplish this as 

Commissioner Sosa or as Mayor? 

 Over the past year rumors have swirled that she will run for 

county mayor in 2012. To that the commissioner had this to say: ñI am 

focused on my re-election campaign and on the current challenges our 

community faces. When the time is right I will sit down with my family 

and make a decision.ò  Whatever the future holds, Sosaôs proven leadership 

and fighting spirit have no doubt left a positive mark in Dade County for 

generations to come.  

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

A Woman on the Rise:  Commissioner Sosa 

   Share your thoughts about any article from the Observer:   wcohen@gate.net  
Visit our website:  http://www.miamigop.org  

Our Biggest Fundraiser of the Year is Coming Up Soon! 

Please go to our website:   

http://www.miamigop.org/ 

Details will be released any day now.  

Weôre hoping to set an attendance record for this event, as never 

before has coming together been so important. 

We hope to see you there! 


